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TALAJIC 
MARZAN JR. 


MARVEL COMICS PROUDLY PRESENTS... 


Long ago, Greg Salinger was the Foolkiller, a vigilante targeting perpetrators of foolish crimes. He 
was one of Deadpool’s Mercs for Money, but left to try a normal life as a psychologist treating former 
costumed criminals. He had some success—an apartment, a lovely girlfriend, Melanie—but Greg 
couldn’t psychoanalyze so many fools without killing a few. While he wrestled with guilt, Kurt Gerhardt, 
the maniac who once took on the Foolkiller mantle when Greg was inactive, began sabotaging Greg’s 
new life. His job and relationship ruined, Greg had no choice but to suit up and confront Kurt in the 
current hideout of Parker Robbins—the fallen super villain, Hood. 
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YOU MAY 
THINK YOU'RE A 
HERO, BUT YOU'RE 
DON QUIXOTE. 


“es 


I HAVE NO QUALMS WITH 
ADMITTING I’M MORE LIKE A DEADLY 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE 
THAN AN ANTIBIOTIC. 


TI 
HAVE A 
PURPOSE AS 
WELL, BUT 
YOURS IS 
OBVIOUS. IN 
THIS #O%S 
SOCIETY, 
OBVIOUS 
ALWAYS 
COMES OUT 
ON TOP. 


YOU MAY 
FIND A WAY 
TO WIN THE 

BATTLE. 


BUT, LIKE 
CERTAIN $TDs, 
KURT GERHARDT 
IS FOR LIFE. I 

WILL COME 
BACK. 


I WAS BORN 
TO BE THE YIN TO 
YOUR YANG. 


THE 
CONSEQUENCES 
OF YOUR HACKNEYED 
ATTEMPTS AT HEROIC 
PRETENSION MADE 
REAL. 


I EAN, THEY 
A, net Eh 
(T...BUT NOBODY , 
OES N AND THEN HAVE A ISN'T 
aididibadee PROTRACTED eae 
ales NEMESIS? 


J I THINK we 
PEOPLE CONSIDER THIS 
KIND OF THING TO BE 
ANTICLIMACTIC 


WHAT THE 
C#S%... 


I KNOW. HE ¥ WHAT DID HE 
JUST KEPT THINK I WAS 
TALKING AND GOING TO DO? 
TALKING. JUST STAND 

HERE? 


I THINK 
ey THIS IS A FAIRLY 
D / PIVOTAL MOMENT, 
HOOD. 


WHY HELP 

I SusT wiv Me? THAT PSYCHOPATH 

HAVE TO GERHARDT WRECK 
KN MY LIFE? 


THAT 

WASN'T THE 
WELL, FIRST WHOA MAIN REASON. 
OF ALL, HE PAID ile ae OBVIOUSLY. 


ME OME I WANTED 


DID YOU KNOW T 
WAS THE NEXT 
BIG THING IN 
CRIME? 


Like, THe 
| ry 
COOL, EDGILY BUT 
MILLENNIAL _TIME AND 
WILSON TIME AGAIN 
FISK. T our IT 


THE THOR HAD HIS 
AVENGERS WAY WITH ME. J = 
CHS. THE RED HULK XQ \ ‘MY TULAR HOOD ’ 
EVEN HAD A TURN. NOT \ / THE SOURCE OF MY 
EVEN THE REAL HULK/ d 1 | POWER, IS HEALING 
DO YOU EVEN REMEMBER | FROM BEING #@%¢ 
THE RED HULK? I DIDN'T /¢ Up PRETTY 


THINK SO. MUCH BEYOND 
REPAIR. 


I'VE GOT MY CONTACTS, I’VE GOT SOME FEEBLE REAL BUT I NEED AN ADVISOR. CALL IT 

ESTATE HOLDINGS AND A BUNCH OF ANONYMOUS BECAUSE THERE’S SOMETHING A SELF- 
HENCHMEN WHO OWE ME MONEY. IN ME THAT...SABOTAGES MY , DESTRUCTIVE 

OWN VICTORIES. STREAK. 


OKAY, 

IT’S A “SELF- 
DESTRUCTIVE STREAK.” 
WHAT DOES THIS HAVE 

TO DO WITH ME? 


THE 
ULTIMATE 
VILLAIN- \ | 
THERAPIST | 

HE 


“CAN YOU IMAGINE 
IT? THE LIFE YOU'VE 
ALWAYS WANTED. 


N 


’RE 


SIMULTANEOUSLY 
RUBBING IN MY FAILURES 
AND TOTALLY LYING 
TO ME. 


I’M NOT 
MESSING WITH 
YOU, GREG. 


ALL OF THIS HAS BEEN ORCHESTRATED 
$O I COULD HAVE THE FIRST WELL- 
ADJUSTED CREW IN NEW YORK’S 

CRIMINAL HISTORY. ; 


DEMENTED BUT 
POWERFUL BADDIES MINUS 
THE CRAZY COMPONENT EQUALS 
UNTOLD SUCCESS. WITH INSURANCE 
BUILT IN, COURTESY OF THE YOU- 
KNOW-WHO-KILLER. 


.. 1 GUESS 
THAT MAKE: 
SENSE. 


AND WHAT IF I’M DONE KILLING? 
DONE WORKING FOR SHADY, EGOMANIACAL 
JERKS WHO JUST WANT TO USE ME AS 
SOME KIND OF SICK WEAPON? 


WELL, 
UNFORTUNATELY, 
GREG, YOU WOULDN'T BE 
ALLOWED TO LIVE. 


rere» - 


“SEE, YOU KNOW A BIT “LIKE I SAID, I STILL 
TOO MUCH ABOUT HAVE MY CONTACTS. 
ME AND MY PLANS ONE OF THEM Io A 
NOW, GREG. AND CERTAIN STOOLIE. 
| I REALLY, REALLY l 
oo 
ON’ (@) [A u 
TELL THEM TO DO. Co oe ie 
INFORMING TO 


A CERTAIN 
VIGILANTE. HE 
KNOWS TI CAN 
EXPOSE HIM AT 
ANY TIME, SO 
HE WORKS MY 

= ANGLES. I CAN 
FEED HIM 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT MY 
RIVALS. 


ttn Ck r 
“THE VIGILANTE ? 
TAKES OUT THE RIVAL, | 
AND BLISSFULLY [. 
UNBEKNOWNST TO 
HIM, MAKES ME A 
VERY HAPPY HOOD. 


sige 


“NOW, YOU MAY “DON’T THINK FOR A 
FANCY YOURSELF A |/) MOMENT THAT YOUR FELLOW | “gO, IMAGINE A 
‘GOOD GUY,’ BUT CRIMEFIGHTERS WOULD SCENARIO WHERE 
YOU'VE MURDERED TAKE YOU IN OR FORGIVE YOU REFUSE TO 
THE HELL OUT WHAT YOU’VE DONE. WORK FOR ME. 
/| OF ALOT OF 
PEOPLE, GREG. 


7 


“YOUR IDENTITY 
AND LOCATION GOES 
INTO THE HANDS OF 
THE STOOLIE. 


“BY THAT 
EVENING, HE’S 
ARRANGED 
A MEET. 


DON’T WANT | 
TO REALIZE 

THAT YOU'RE 
BASICALLY 


| “FRANK CASTLE 
SHOULD BE FIRST 
| “ON YOUR LIST. 


cs 


“HE WILL FIND YOU, 
WHEREVER YOU ARE. IN THE 
GUTTERS, UNDERGROUND, 

EVEN BEHIND BARS. 


“I KNOW IT’S 
SLIGHTLY HYPOCRITICAL 
THAT HE WOULD PASS 
JUDGMENT ON YOUR 
CURRENT WORK, BUT 
YOU ALSO HAVE A 
HISTORY OF THUGGERY 
AND MURDER THAT’S 
LESS...PURPOSEFUL.” 


BUT 
I’VE NEVER 
BEEN A 
FOOL. 


THAT'S 
RIGHT, HOMES. 
IT’S MY WAY OR 
ROUTE 187 VIA 
THE CASTLE 


REET AY 


THAT WAS 
BY FAR THE 
CHEESIEST-- 


YOU'RE 
GIVING ME 
THE CHOICE 

TO EITHER LET 
EVERYTHING I'VE 
LEARNED ABOUT 

JUSTICE ROT 

AWAY, OR TO 

FACE THAT 
JUSTICE 
MYSELF. 


NEVER 
HAD MUCH 
LUCK IN 
THIS LIFE, 
HOOD. 


YOU JUST MADE 
THE WORST AND 
LAST DUMB 
MISTAKE _OF 
YOUR LIFE, 
SALINGER/ 


OR YOU CAN 
GUN ME DOWN RIGHT 
NOW AND SEE HOW 
MANY BULLETS IT 
TAKES TO GET TO 
THE CENTER OF A 
MIDDLING, IRRELEVANT 
SUPER HERO 
CASTOFF. 


DON'T DO 
SOMETHING 
YOU'LL REGRET 
LATER, WHEN 
NS) YOU'RE DEAD. 


MAY 
NOT BE THE 
BRIGHTEST GUY 
IN THE WORLD, 
EITHER. 


I HOPE IT WAS 
WORTH IT WHEN YOU 
FACE THE MUSIC/ 


I WAS A HYPOCRITE. 
CHAMPIONING JUSTICE 
AND KILLING OFF 
THOSE WHO DIDN’T 
BUY MY SHTICK. 


SWEARING I'D 
NEVER BECOME MY 
FATHER, NEVER DO 
TO OTHERS WHAT 

HE DID TO ME-- 


\ 
\) 
--THEN TAKING A 
LEGACY OF VIOLENCE 4 
FURTHER THAN es 


HE COULD HAVE y, 
EVER IMAGINED. 


Ve 


AND THE WORST OFFENSE? EXPLOITING 
THE INSTITUTION OF MENTAL HEALTH. 
- . _ 
ies 


SO, I’VE SEALED 
MY FATE. WHAT 
DO YOU THINK 
I'D WANT NOW? 


TO MAYBE 
Tis TAKE OUT A FEW 
HI FINAL BAD GUYS 
Hie BEFORE CASTLE 

FINDS AND 

ENDS ME? 


DI 
WIP i 
( ZMN\ex)\ | ra 
ae Sell! T’M DONE. EXCUSE 
( ME? MY NAME 
4 1S GREGORY P. 
SALINGER. 
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THE 


TO APPRECIATE MY INFLUENCE 


'T COULD 
BE WORSE. 


i 


WELL, NOT THE 
LASAGNA. THAT 
LITERALLY COULD 
NOT BE WORSE. 


STAFF HAS ACTUALLY LEARNED THEY EVEN LET ME 
HAVE ONE-ON-ONE 
THERAPY SESSIONS 
WITH SOME OF THE 
MORE PROMISING 
CANDIDATES. 


ON MY FELLOW PATIENTS. 


AHHHHHH...GO 
COLLECTING THE KNUCKLES 
OF MY VICTIMS WAS... 


PARTIALLY 
AN EXTENSION OF 
OBSESSIVE COMPULSIVE 
DISORDER. PEOPLE WHO 
COLLECT OLD ACTION 
FIGURES AND RARE VINYL 
CAN HAVE THE SAME 
PROBLEM. 


OF EACH 


ql KNUCKLE AS AN 7 


OBSCURE MINOR 
ee 7", 
BUT, LIKE, 


DISGUSTING. 


I’M RELATABLE TO MY INMATES AND HELP 

THEM UNDERSTAND WHY BEING HERE, BEING 

REHABILITATED, IS SOMETHING WE NEED, 
NOT AN ACTUAL PUNISHMENT. 


————— 


I'VE MANAGED 
TO TURN SEVERAL 
PEOPLE INTO WILLING, 
COMPASSIONATE 
PATIENTS INSTEAD OF 
CREEPY MEN WITH 
DAMPENED SUPER- 
POWERS ATTEMPTING 


FLUCTUATIONS 
TO BREAK OUT FOR 


Fs] AND HYPOMANIA 


| THE FIFTEENTH TIME. 


JACKIE'S 
BIPOLAR 2. 


AND I’M NOT THE ONLY ONE/ 
NORMAN OSBORN, BULLSEYE...HECK, 
THEY EVEN HAVE BIPOLAR BAD GUYS IN COMIC 
BOOKS/ LIKE THAT WEIRD PSYCHO CLOWN GUY 


I’M EVEN WORKING 
ON SEVERAL 
DISSERTATIONS 
INVOLVING 
THE MINDSET OF 
SUPER VILLAINS AND 
VIGILANTES. I’M THE 
FIRST CERTIFIED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 
TO DO THAT. 


BUT OF COURSE, 
THERE’S A LOOMING 
FATE THAT CASTS 
A GRIM SHADOW ON 

EVERYTHING I DO. 


XY 


) 


PD) MY DEATH HAS BEEN | 
[PRESCRIBED TO ME 
|) BY MY ACTIONS 


TO ME AS A BOY. 


TIM a 


WHEN I WAS A KID, MY DAD I FIGURED MY DAD LIVED HE WAS A HARD MAN. 
TRIED TO TEACH ME THAT WITHOUT ANY FEELINGS. (BSey? Seeee ES eas 
HOPE WAS AN ILLUSION. AFTERALL, HOW ELSE ee Z NEVER HEARD Music IN OUR _ 
TO HIS OWN SON? A CHILD? SLAYER OR BLACK SABBATH. 
Tran 


HE ILLUSTRATED 
THIS THROUGH HIS 
LIBERAL, CREATIVE 

USE OF THE COMMON 

BELT AND OTHER 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 
AND_THE CONSTANT 

REMINDER THAT 
THE WOMAN WHO 
BROUGHT ME INTO 

THIS WORLD HAD 

ABANDONED 
US BOTH. 


[} 
zy 


I DON’T KNOW WHAT 
COMPELLED ME TO SNOOP BUT THAT DAY I 


Spe MEE WANTED TO KNOW IF THIS 
Sa MAN FUNCTIONED OUTSIDE 


WAS T FINALLY MY PERIPHERAL VISION. 


GOING TO TRY 4 


AND KILL HIM? 


eee WAS HE A REAL 
eee HUMAN BEING, RATHER 
ef THAN SOME SPECTER WHO 
| APPEARED ONLY TO PUNISH, | 
DESTROY, AND WOUND? 


HELL, T’LL 
ADMIT...I DID 
EVENTUALLY. 


I HADN’T SEEN 
MY FATHER’S ROOM 
SINCE MY MOM LEFT. 


I ASSUMED T’D FIND 
A DILAPIDATED DRUG DEN, 
PROBABLY PLASTERED WITH 
THE POSTERS OF TERRIBLE 
BLACK-METAL BANDS OR 
“ANGRY DE NIRO” FILM POSTERS. 


THAT WAS THE 
DAY REALITY 
FORMED FOR ME, 
AND, IRONICALLY, 
FORESHADOWED 
MY CALLING. 


IT WAS EXACTLY AS 
SHE HAD LEFT IT. 


AND TRUST ME, I REMEMBERED IT 
PERFECTLY FROM HAPPIER TIMES. 
HE HADN'T TOUCHED A THING. 


2 7) RG A Oc 


EVEN THE BIG JESUS ON 
THE WALL. MY FATHER DIDN’T 


SOY n 
aM 
Be 


VIRTUE OF 
INDUSTRIAL - 


tA 


THE MAN WHO 
HITHERTO HAD 
BEEN MY DEVIL, 
THE BANE OF MY 
EXISTENCE, WAS 
JUST A PATHETIC, 
SAD PERSON... 
ACHING, STRIVING 
TO BE LOVED. 
JUST LIKE ME. ¥ 
OF COURSE, 
I LATER USED 
THAT KNOWLEDGE 
TO VICIOUSLY 
TAUNT HIM 
ABOUT IT AS 
AN (EFFECTIVE) 
DISTRACTION 
WHILE ATTEMPTING 
(SUCCESSFULLY) 
TO STAB HIM 
TO DEATH. 


IT DION’T. 
FOR A MOMENT 
EXCUSE HIS 
ACTIONS, BUT I 
COULD NO LONGER 
LOOK HIM IN THE 
EYE WITHOUT 
REALIZING 
EVEN BAD Guys 
HAVE FEELINGS... 
NEUROSES... 
WEAKNESSES. 


pat FAO BE CN SU LNG STI CEE 
Meper inten T KNEW WHO THE LED ME TO THE PUNISHER, A MAN WHOSE ABILITY 
TODAY. VISITOR WOULD BE. TO METE OUT JUSTICE MAKES MY EFFORTS 


ez 


I HAD MADE MY 
CHOICE WILLINGLY. LOOK LIKE nil a tlle 
Kee 


AND NOW I’M FACING THE VERY 
VIGILANTE JUSTICE I LIVED TO DOLE OUT. 


Ut fg 


Ms 


THAT'S... THAT’S 
WONDERFUL. 


=e 


THE REAL 
QUESTION 
IS THIS: 


JUST LIKE MY DAD, 
I NOW SEE HOW 
CIRCUITOUS DESTINY 
REALLY 19. 


DID WE BOTH JUST 
NEED SOME THERAPY? 
SOMEONE TO LISTEN, 
TO OFFER HELP? 


IF YOU'VE READ 
THIS FAR AND 
CAN RELATE TO 
MY STORY... 


SHOULD 
BE HERE 
ANY SECOND, 
GREG. 


VILLAIN? A 
BAD MAN? 


WHO 
THE C#3% 


ARE YOU TO 
JUDGE? 


YOU PEOPLE HAVE 
GOT TO BE THE MOST 
LOW-RENT HENCHMEN OF 
ALL TIME. ANSWER 

THE DA 


..-DOOOOOORRRRRRRRR. 


PARKER 
ROBBINS. 


YOU SHOULD 
LEARN TO NEVER 
UNDERPAY A 
SNITCH. 


THEY'RE 
LIABLE TO 
HOLD THAT 

AGAINST 

YOu. 


YOU CAN... 
OH, MY GOD. 


.- HAVEN'T 
YOU EVEN 
MISSED 
ME? 


THE END. 


